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Nothing comes from violence and nothing ever could, for all those born 
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Introduction 
President of Russia Vladimir Putin had since 2014 been sabre-rattling about the political 

situation in the Balkan states especially those bordering the Black Sea and its subsidiary, 

the Sea of Azov. While these rumblings had been evident for a number of years, nobody 

expected the fury brought about by the Winds of War that started to blow at gale force on 

24 February 2022 when Russia invaded Ukraine. The world was shocked into the 

realization that East-West European conflict with global consequences had been initiated. 

The political stopcocks introduced after the Second World War to prevent such an event 

from happening had evidently failed. Any battle conflict involves not only those engaged 

directly in the fighting but also innocent bystanders. The non-combatant victims are 

subjected to situations that are untenable and dangerous, their lives and livelihood at 

stake. Often, they are forced to migrate to safer areas, both within and outside their 

homeland. 

 

The Russo-Ukrainian conflict is no exception. In addition to military targets, Russian 

attacks have destroyed residential housing and healthcare facilities. Civilians, including 

the elderly, women and children, have been brutally killed and sexually abused. The 

situation has forced many non-combatants to flee their homes to neighbouring countries 

and even farther afield. This massive movement of people has brought about an 

immeasurable economic and social strain on the receiving communities/countries. The 

shocked world responded with unprecedented enthusiasm in its endeavours to provide 

support and assistance to the Ukrainian migrants. The Military & Hospitaller Order of St 

Lazarus of Jerusalem was no exception. Even before the start of the conflict, the 

Humanitarian Grand Priory of Europe was already involved with providing help through 

the Ukraine-Hilfe Lobetal initiative, which has existed since 1994. On 4 February 2022, 

the Humanitarian Grand Priory of Europe provided six care beds, two rollators, one 

wheelchair, one toilet night chair, four bicycles, children’s toys, children’s clothes, bed 

linen and men’s clothes which had been collected in Wuppertal and Rheinhessen.  

 

 
Convoy to Ukraine, 4 February 2022 before the conflict started 
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At the start of the conflict, on 27 February 2022, the Grand Bailiwick of the Czech Republic 

informed the Order’s members via the International Facebook page that material support 

for Ukraine was being gathered to leave the Czech Republic in a few days’ time. This 

initiative and the ongoing one by the Humanitarian Grand Priory of Europe were 

supported by the Office of the Grand Hospitaller 

who on 28 March posted and circulated a general 

request encouraging donations and support from 

all jurisdictions. It also provided help with bank 

transfers where problems in the direct transfer of 

funds were encountered.  

 

 The Grand Hospitaller’s plea to support this 

humanitarian mission brought about other offers 

of help, including offers to use private facilities to 

transport essential items to regions in need. Planes 

were offered by the GM emeritus, Don Francesco de 

Borbon, and the Ukrainian IGB, Confrère Taras Kushnirenko. Unfortunately, owing to 

various logistic difficulties, these private planes could not be utilized. However, the offer 

reflects the international cohesion and unity that the Order can bring about when its 

various branches work in unison towards a common cause. The individual national 

jurisdictions also responded with independent initiatives, striving in one way or another 

to support the victims of this war. 

 

The Grand Hospitaller has, in his professional capacity within the European Board and 

College of Obstetrics and Gynaecology (EBCOG), prepared and co-published a Position 

Statement commenting on ‘The consequences of armed conflict on the health of women and 

newborn and sexual reproductive health’ – https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35609350/. 

This emphasizes the social and medical needs of this vulnerable group of victims. 

 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35609350/
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Grand Priory of America 

The Grand Priory responded on Day 1 of this invasion with an appeal to our membership, 

and we raised close to US$40,000 [eq. €38,336] in a matter of a few weeks.  We were able 

to send US$5,000 to our Lazarus colleagues in the Czech Republic for their efforts with 

Ukrainian refugees, US$15,000 to the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv in Ukraine, for 

their efforts with medical supplies and refugees, and US$20,000 to the Humanitarian 

Grand Priory of Europe for their efforts in sending medical supplies to Ukraine. 

 

The jurisdiction further collaborated with the Order of St George and the SMOTJ 

(Templars) in the United States to send a large shipment of medicine and medical supplies 

to Ukraine comprising more than 100 pallets (2 tractor trailer loads). After inventory and 

repacking in Atlanta, Georgia, these supplies will be sent to our colleagues in Germany 

(HGPE) for eventual distribution to Ukriane. Furthermore, the jurisdiction, through the 

efforts of a member of Ukrainian descent serving on the Foundation board based in 

Chicago, worked with the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv to raise funds for medical 

supplies, food and humanitarian aid for local Lviv hospitals. The jurisdiction continues to 

raise needed funds and supplies for Ukraine in the knowledge that this will be a very long 

ordeal for the brave people of Ukraine.  

 

Grand Priory of Australia 
The jurisdiction and its various commanderies have responded by supporting the 

initiative of the Grand Bailiwick of the Czech Republic by donating an overall sum of 

A$26,900 [eq. €17,100]. In addition, the Queensland Commandery has supported two 

Ukrainian refugee families with an overall monetary donation of A$21,500 [eq. €14,600].  

• Key family of Alex, his wife Anita, son Oliver (22months), Alex’s Mother Anzhila and 

Anita’s niece Vira. 

A$3,000 To assist Vira in escaping from the Donetsk region of Ukraine via Poland to 
Brisbane to join her family 

A$3,000 For short term car rental owing to living in an isolated part of the outer 
Brisbane suburbs 

A$5,000 Towards the purchase of a car. This has transformed their lives with 
easy access to shopping and English classes. 

A$500 For some specific living expenses on arrival 

 Donations of a desk, chair and computer to enable Alex to work remotely 
from home; furniture, clothing and baby clothes and toys for their son. The 
son of a deceased OLJ Commandery member offered the Key family a fully 
furnished house. The house is large but isolated, hence the priority of car 
purchases to allow mobility. 

 

• Badzow family of Denys, wife Oleksandra and son Lev (16 months).  

A$10,000 Towards the purchase of a car. 

 Donations of furniture, clothing, and baby clothes and toys for their son.  
The Badzow family were refugees in Turkey; they were able to fly to 
Brisbane and are living in the house with Alex's family. 
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The South Australia Commandery, on the 28 of August 2022, will be holding one of their 

annual fundraising events where proceeds raised will go directly to The Association of 

Ukrainians in South Australia. The Association of Ukrainians in South Australia has been 

in operation since 1949 and was the first such group to operate in Australia.  It is a 

community organization helping Ukrainian immigrants settle in South Australia, offering 

a range of services: economic relief, education, cultural and social services, including 

arranging host families to temporarily house newly arrived Ukrainian refugees in South 

Australia.   

Grand Bailiwick of Austria 
The jurisdiction, together with the Hereditary Commandery of Sighartstein, collected 

donations for the Ukraine refugee relief initiative managed by the Congregation of the 

Most Holy Redeemer in Vienna which has several monasteries in Poland and Ukraine, 

mainly the one in Lviv. All these have opened their doors to the refugees. A total of €2,250 

was donated by the Grand Bailiwick and €500 by the Hereditary Commandery of 

Sighartstein. 

 

Grand Bailiwick of the Czech Republic 
The Grand Bailiwick initiated a support project aiming to transport food and supplies into 

Ukraine to provide food and shelter to refugees and bring Ukrainians fleeing the country 

to safety. This initiative was supported by the Grand Chancery and the office of the Grand 

Hospitaller who promoted the project with all jurisdictions and facilitated money 

transfers. Donations from the Order to support the initiative of the Grand Bailiwick of the 

Czech Republic were made available, a total of about €52,250 having been collected by 
the end of July. The donors included: 

• The Grand Hospitaller Fund   €3,000 

• Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands  €3,000 

• Grand Commandery of the Castello   €2,500 

• Grand Bailiwick of South Africa   US$1,000 [eq. €958] 

• Grand Priory of America   US$5,000 [eq. €4,792] 

• Grand Bailiwick of the Czech Republic  €4,800 

• Private donations    ~€12,000 

• Grand Priory of Norway   unstated 

• International Grand Bailiwick   €3,100 

• Grand Priory of Australia   A$5,000 [eq. €3,428] 

• South Australia Commandery   A$5,300 [eq. €3,634] 

• Victoria Commandery    A$3,000 [eq. €2,057] 

• NSW Commandery    A$500    [eq. €343] 

• Tasmania Commandery    A$6,100 [eq. €4,182] 

• Australian Capital Territory Commandery A$2,500 [eq. €1,714] 

• Western Australia Commandery  A$2,000 [eq. €1,371] 

• Queensland Commandery    A$2,000 [eq. €1,371] 
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In addition, the relief effort included the project Hostel St Lazarus, set up with the 

collaboration of the Hussite Church. The pastor of the Hussite Church České Budějovice in 

South Bohemia and Confrère of the Order, Vojtěch Pekárik, provided the church premises 

to create a hostel for Ukrainian mothers with children. The hostel has 6 rooms including 

children’s playrooms with all necessary equipment (washer, dryer, refrigerator, stove, 

television, etc.) and a capacity to house 17 persons. Thus, the Order organized the 

accommodation of Ukrainian mothers with small children and provided, through 

donations received, the completion of plumbing work and boilers for water heating. Other 

funds for the reconstruction of the premises were provided by individual donors. This 

hostel is planned as a long-term project, so that in the future it can also serve as a hostel 

for students, etc. 

Other projects targeting Ukrainian refugees included a number of humanitarian trips 

directly to war-torn Ukraine, organized by paramedic, Confrère Martin Janda. The 

jurisdiction supplied the humanitarian aid for these missions. Five humanitarian aid 

missions were carried out up to April 2022. The first mission helped transport a refugee 

from Zosin on the Polish-Ukrainian border to the Czech Republic. The second trip involved 

initial air transport, provided by a friend travelling to Zosin, where the medical and 

humanitarian aid material was then transported in three cars to Torchyn in Ukraine. The 

return trip transported three young boy refugees to Poland. The third and fourth trips 

provided transport to two Ukrainian families from České Budějovice to the Czech 

Republic. The fifth trip involved travelling to Zosin from Prague, then a night crossing to 

the Rivne area in Ukraine. During this trip, humanitarian aid, bulletproof vests, and 

bulletproof helmets were provided to the defenders, while the return trip carried a 

mother and child to Poland. 

 

 

Immediate Aid delivered 27 February 
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The humanitarian aid provided included medical equipment and supplies, medical aid, 
military protective equipment, accommodation and aid for refugees, and educational 
support. 
 
• Five boxes of medical supplies delivered 

to the Ukrainian Embassy.  
• 50 crates of medical supplies transported 

and delivered to local units in the 
Rivnenska area in Ukraine.  

• Intraosseous inputs of 20 pieces delivered 
to medical professionals in Ukraine.  

• 50 safe surgical sets for rapid suturing in 
the field, delivered to paramedics in the 
territory of Ukraine.  

• 100 packages for the provision of volume 
therapy in the field delivered to medical 
professionals in the territory of Ukraine.  

• Provision of medical and healthcare aid to 
Ukrainian civilians.  

• Provision of dedicated nutrition for a 
Ukrainian baby with lactose intolerance. 

• Food and drink for the treatment of 
wounded soldiers provided to the 
Ukrainian Militia. 

• Three bulletproof vests and helmets 
delivered to the Ukrainian Militia. 

• Accommodation for five Ukrainian 
refugee families, a number of high school 
students and a nurse in Prague and České 
Budějovice in the Czech Republic.  

• Educational support to refugee Ukrainian 
children with the provision of school 
supplies and educational aids (including a 
Toshiba laptop); and access to 
educational services for a first-year 
student and a little boy to a special 
kindergarten in Prague. 

• Counselling support for a 15-year-old 
high school student who wishes to devote 
himself to creative writing.  

• Providing gifts to three refugee children, 
in the form of a FreeStyle scooter, donated 
by the company Gizmánie, and clothes.  

 

 

Grand Priory of England & Wales 
The St Lazarus Charitable Trust in the Grand Priory of England & Wales has donated 

£30,000 to the Disaster Emergency Committee of the UK’s Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. 

In April, the King Offa Commandery of the Grand Priory of England and Wales held a 

musical evening featuring songs from the Great War, followed by dinner, with the aim of 

raising funds for humanitarian aid for Ukraine. 

 

The Commandery of Wales of the Grand Priory of England and Wales donated the sum of 

£19,000 to the Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) emergency appeal for Ukraine targeting 

the religious sisters in Ukraine who are helping refugees who have fled their homes 

seeking safety. The money has ensured that the sisters now have cookers, washing 

machines and other essential items they need to care for a never-ending stream of 

refugees. 
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Fund-raising efforts by King Offa Commandery, 6 April 2022 

 

 
Fund-raising event by the Commandery of Wales, May 2022 

Young IDPs being cared for by the Handmaids of Mary Immaculate in Ukraine (© ACN) 

 
 

Grand Priory of Finland 
The jurisdiction made a monetary donation to the International Red Cross to help Ukraine. 

 

Grand Priory of France 
In France, the jurisdiction undertook to host refugees, mostly women and children, 

arriving in France.  
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Grand Bailiwick of Germany 
The jurisdiction worked closely with the 

Humanitarian Grand Priory Europe in its efforts to 

deliver humanitarian aid to Ukraine. In March, the 

members of the Grand Bailiwick, including a 

Ukrainian now living in Germany, provided 

humanitarian assistance to Ukrainian refugees 

through financial aid and procurement of urgently 

needed goods. This humanitarian aid supports a 

hostel project for refugees from eastern Ukraine in 

the Lemberg/Lviv area. Grand Bailiwick members 

drove large trucks 12 hours each way to deliver goods 

including mattresses, groceries, power generators 

and small gas stoves. They had negotiated permits 

and papers in advance in order to cross the Ukrainian 

border without waiting in lines for hours. The 

humanitarian effort was coordinated through the 

Ukrainian member’s sister in Lviv, where she is 

building a hostel for fleeing Eastern Ukrainians. Another humanitarian delivery was made 

in April when humanitarian goods, consisting mainly of mattresses, bread makers, multi-

cookers, flashlights and water purification tablets, were transported to the Polish-

Ukrainian border. Further trips are planned to support the hostel project in the Ukraine. 

 
 
6 March 

• 384 toothbrushes and 50 tubes of toothpaste were delivered by private HG 
transport to Poland and thence to the Ukrainian border. 

• €50,000 worth of humanitarian aid were forwarded to the Salesians of Don Bosco 
within Ukraine to supply institutions, families and people living alone. 

• €40,000 worth of humanitarian aid were forwarded to a distribution point near 
Lemberg as emergency medication with the gGmbH “Action Medeor”. 

• 1,000 children's toothbrushes, 1,008 tubes of children’s toothpaste, and 1,296 
colorful toothbrush cups were transported to a Ukrainian forwarding agency. 
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Aid delivered 28 March 2022 

 

Humanitarian Grand Priory Europe 
In March, the jurisdiction delivered on a number of occasions a total of 48 cubic metres of 

relief goods, collected in cooperation with the Evangelical Church Community Alzey, to 

the Ukraine-Hilfe Lobetal in Bernau. Ukraine-Hilfe Lobetal currently sends several trucks 

daily loaded with humanitarian aid to Ukraine, including €1,200 worth of medicines for 

chronically ill hypertensive or diabetic people. On one occasion, the supplies included a 

pallet of children’s toothbrushes and toothpaste provided by the German Dentists’ Aid 

Foundation (HDZ). The packing and preparation for transport of the donated items was 

made by volunteers from the LAZARUS Haus Wuppertal. In April, in collaboration with 

the German Dentists’ Aid Foundation (HDZ) and Saint Lazarus Germany, an ambulance 

and 11 pallets of medicines worth almost €70,000 were transported to the Polish-

Ukrainian border by four volunteers from Alzey in South Germany and handed over to 

employees of the Chamber of Ukrainian Dentists. 

 

In May, another transport of humanitarian aid supplies from Alzey to Bernau to Ukraine-

Hilfe Lobetal was undertaken. The donations of this tour were collected, provided and/or 

funded by the Ev. Parish of Alzey, the Order of St Lazarus (Humanitarian Priory Europe 

Sankt Lazarus Germany) and Stiftung Hilfswerk Deutscher Zahnärzte (HDZ) and the 

www.st-Lazarus.eu. This time, among other things, the items transported included 3,000 

toothbrushes, hygiene items, diapers for adults and children, several wheelchairs, a 

nursing bed and a “stand-up” chair. In June, 8 cubic metres of relief supplies were 

successfully delivered to Ukraine-Hilfe Lobetal. 
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Convoys with aid: 5 March | 13 March | 27 March 2022 
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Convoys with aid: 21 April | 27 May | 4 June 2022 

 

Grand Priory of Hungary  
The jurisdiction started collecting donations from among its own members, and the 

proceeds were sent to a member of the jurisdiction who manages the reception centre at 

Szamosszeg village, close to the Ukrainian border. In addition, preservable food, mineral 

water, blankets, beds and warm tops were donated to the refugee reception centre of 

Papos village. 
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Grand Priory of Italy 
A delegation of the Grand Priory joined the celebration which was held at the Shrine of 

Our Lady of Europe in Motta di Madesino (Sondrio) where a Ceremony of prayer for peace 

and the entrusting of peoples to the Immaculate Heart of the Virgin took place. Various 

delegations of the jurisdiction have worked to collect food (including pet food), first aid 

supplies, and medicines to be given to the suffering, the weak, children and elderly victims 

of the war. These items were delivered to the Orthodox Church of San Filippo e Giacomo 

di Mortara (PV), which will bring supplies to Ukraine through a humanitarian channel. In 

Puglia (Southern Italy), members of the jurisdiction collected clothing, blankets and 

medicines which, through local parishes, will reach humanitarian organizations in 

Ukraine. A member of the jurisdiction took care of a mother and her two daughters from 

Ukraine, helping them with their immediate needs and to navigate the bureaucratic 

procedures for regularizing their entry into Italy.  

 

 
Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Europe in Motta di Madesino (Sondrio), 10 April 2022 

 
Donated items 17 April 2022 
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Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands 
The jurisdiction organized a Marian Pilgrimage for Peace at Our Lady of Mellieha 

Sanctuary followed by a fund-raising dinner. The sum of €3,000 was raised during the 

event, the money being forwarded to the Grand Priory of the Czech Republic in support of 

its Ukrainian humanitarian aid project. In addition, the Grand Priory participated in the 

Easter musical concert by the Pinto Philharmonic Society - St Sebastian Band of Qormi, 

where attendees were encouraged to donate money and goods to help the Ukrainian 

refugees in Malta housed at the kENUP foundation. The sum of €200 and goods amounting 

to a value of €300 were collected during this event. Members of the jurisdiction also 

provided clothes to a value of €500 which were sent by a sponsored chartered plane to 

support Ukrainian refugees. The transport was organized and coordinated by Malta 

Business Aviation Association and flown by Airx (reg 9H-BIG);  fuel was offered by 

Enemed Malta. 

 

 

 
Pilgrimage and prayers to the Shrine of Our Lady of Mellieha, 12 March 2022 
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Easter fund-raising concert, 3 April 2022 

 

Grand Commandery of the Castello [Malta]  
The jurisdiction donated the sum of €2,500 to support the Ukrainian relief initiative of the 

Grand Priory of the Czech Republic. 

 

Priory of Norway  
The Priory donated a substantial amount of its relief fund to supporting the Grand Priory 

of the Czech Republic in its Ukrainian humanitarian aid project.  

 

Grand Bailiwick of Sicily 
The jurisdiction, through San Lazzaro ONLUS, its charitable arm, donated one thousand 

new garments, worth €40,000, for refugees fleeing Ukraine, which will be delivered to the 

Polish-Ukrainian border with the support of Caritas. 

 

Grand Bailiwick of South Africa 
The Western Cape Commandery donated the sum of US$1,000 [eq. €958] to support the 

Ukrainian relief initiative of the Grand Priory of the Czech Republic. 

 

Grand Priory of Spain 
The Grand Priory funded a large shipment of baby food and milk (100 boxes, 210 kilos), 

which was sent to Ukraine through the Nuestra Señora del Buen Suceso Church in Madrid.  
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Grand Priory of Sweden 
New members of the Grand Priory of Sweden (invested in November 2021) transported 

6 buses by ferry from Karlskrona, Sweden, to Gdynia, Poland, to pick up Ukrainian 

refugees for relocation to Sweden. The effort was coordinated through two members of 

the Grand Priory of America with dual membership in Poland. With the Warsaw Governor 

and Defense Attaché’s assistance, the Swedish members connected with the Ukrainians 

and brought 162 children and 42 mothers back to Sweden. The initiative was managed by 

collaborating with bus companies having extensive experience of refugee transport, as 

well as great organizational ability, agility and drive. The jurisdiction provided a 

document that facilitated the process, involving the Passport Police and the Swedish 

Migration Board. During the outward journey to Poland the transports carried a large load 

of needy supplies. The jurisdiction continues to work with host families and 

municipalities to assist the Swedish Migration Board with housing. 

 

The jurisdiction further provided support to the humanitarian initiative of the Czech 

Republic by donating the sum of SEK 12,500 [eq. €1,177.15]. A further sum of SEK 19,400 

[eq. €1,826.93] was made available to UNICEF0 / Akelius for the children in Ukraine. Part 

of this donation SEK 12,500 [eq. €1,177.15] was matched by the Akelius Foundation. 

Akelius Fastigheter, is one of Europe's largest listed housing companies with 18,000 

tenancies and a market value of EUR 6 billion. The main owner is a charity foundation, 

Akelius Foundation, created by the entrepreneur Roger Akelius. The company owns 

rental properties in England, Canada, the USA and France. The properties are 

concentrated in large cities such as London, Paris, New York, Boston, Washington DC, 

Toronto, Montreal. 

 

International Grand Bailiwick  
The International Grand Bailiwick transferred the sum of €3,100 accrued from member 

donations [€500] and the jurisdictional reserve charity funds [€2,600] to the Grand 

Bailiwick of the Czech Republic relief project. A further sum of €12,000 was raised by a 

Ukrainian-resident member [Confrère Taras Kushnirenko OLJ], who, in association with 

the Humanitarian Grand Priory Europe, helped to provide a range of supplies, including 

bullet-proof vests for Ukrainian fighters. After a harrowing trip, Confrère Kushnirenko, 

his spouse Masha and infant daughter escaped from Ukraine and joined Masha’s family in 

Mauritius. 
 

Conclusion  
The Russo-Ukrainian conflict is ongoing. While the Ukrainian forces are still holding their 

own, they have lost ground to the Russians in the south-eastern part of the country. The 

conflict remains a major European humanitarian crisis with millions of internally and 

externally displaced persons suffering the consequences of this Russian invasion. The 

modern media ensures that we are continually being informed about the conflict. On a 

daily basis we hear where battles are being fought and where missiles strike. We are 

sometimes given a body count of those killed or injured in these specific hostilities.  
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However, while the media keeps us attuned to the situation in Ukraine, there is the risk 

that the continual bombardment with information can give rise to ‘battle media fatigue’, 

resulting in our desensitization to the actual suffering of the soldiers on the ground, the 

innocents in the battle zones, and the displaced persons who have fled from the areas of 

conflict to seek safety. We have to remain conscious and aware that the battle reports we 

hear about in the media translate into the unimaginable suffering of innocents. We have 

as an International Order to maintain the momentum we have built up to provide support 

to the Ukrainian people. Once the war is over the rebuilding of this country will need to 

take place, and our support will be needed more than ever. We must never forget that 

democracy is not free, and we must continue to support those who live to fight for their 

freedoms every day. 

 

 
 
 


